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SUPPORT OF THE UNITED
NATIONS MILLENNIUM GOALS

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 23, 2010

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to draw attention to the United Nations
Millennium Development Goals, and to strong-
ly urge the United States to do everything in
its power to combat global inequalities. This
week, as the UN gathers to discuss these im-
portant priorities, we must demonstrate our
shared commitment to meeting the challenges
we face as a global community.

The Millennium Development Goals aim to
significantly reduce global injustices including
extreme poverty and hunger, inferior education
and healthcare systems, and unequal oppor-
tunity between the sexes by 2015. Of par-
ticular importance is the effort to cut in half the
number of people worldwide—nearly one bil-
lion—who suffer from undernourishment or
malnourishment.

Before the recent global economic and agri-
culture crises, many developing regions of the
world were on track to meet the Millennium
Development Goals for hunger. Now, the tre-
mendous progress seen in Southeast Asia,
Latin America and the Caribbean has been
stymied. It is imperative that we address this
issue now. Increased food security leads to
advances in health, education, and equality in
developing nations, all of which are vital to
fostering international goodwill and national
security.

Rashieda Weaver, president of the African
Youth Coalition Against Hunger, Malnutrition,
HIV and AIDS, and a constituent of mine, be-
lieves the key to solving this crisis lies in a
strong local response, particularly through
supporting women farmers. Women produce
the majority of food in many developing re-
gions, including up to 80 percent in Africa and
60 percent in Asia. However, in many devel-
oping nations, inferior education and economic
injustice leaves women, and as a result their
families and communities, unable to maximize
their output. The U.S. should support pro-
grams that emphasize empowering women to
produce at their full capacity, which studies
show can increase yields by up to 20 percent,
reducing hunger in the process.

As we approach the deadline, | urge my col-
leagues to embrace and support the Millen-
nium Development Goals, and take steps to
eradicate food insecurity worldwide.

HONORING NICK VAN DER DRIFT

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 23, 2010

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Madam Speaker,
| proudly pause to recognize Nick van der
Drift. Nick is a very special young man who
has exemplified the finest qualities of citizen-
ship and leadership by taking an active part in
the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 235, and
earning the most prestigious award of Eagle
Scout.

Nick has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
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many years Nick has been involved with
scouting, he has not only earned numerous
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Nick
has contributed to his community through his
Eagle Scout project. Nick reached out to local
businesses and citizens and successfully col-
lected funds and supplies for the Community
Service League of Blue Springs, Missouri,
benefitting hundreds of those in need.

Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join
me in commending Nick van der Drift for his
accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout.

————

THE SMALL MANUFACTURERS EX-
PORT INITIATIVE—INCLUSION IN
SMALL BUSINESS BILL

HON. RICK LARSEN

OF WASHINGTON

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, September 23, 2010

Mr. LARSEN of Washington. Madam Speak-
er, | rise today in support of our nation’s small
manufacturers. Earlier this year, | introduced
H.R. 5797, the Small Manufacturers Export
Initiative. | am pleased to see that the provi-
sions of the Small Manufacturers Export Initia-
tive have been included in this Small Business
bill that we are voting on today. This legisla-
tion, and this Rule, will help small and medium
sized manufacturers export their products—not
their jobs—overseas. | want to see the label
“Made in America” again, continuing our drive
to create American jobs, and expand Amer-
ica’s manufacturing sector—and this bill is an
important step in that direction. When we
make it in America, we lead the world econ-
omy, we promote competitiveness, and we
create jobs. The provisions are simple; they
provide resources to the Department of Com-
merce to help small and medium sized busi-
nesses and manufacturers export their prod-
ucts overseas and create jobs here at home.
The global market presents a fast and ever
growing market for U.S. exports. Nationwide,
nearly 3.7 million manufacturing jobs are sup-
ported by exports—27 percent of all jobs in
the manufacturing sector. In my district alone
there are over 170 aerospace manufacturing
companies, and in Washington state there are
over 100 boat manufacturers—with many of
these small businesses exporting their prod-
ucts. We must do all we can to support these
manufacturing companies sell their products
both here in the United States—and in other
countries. The small business export pro-
motion provisions included in this bill will build
the infrastructure necessary to connect Amer-
ican Small and Medium Sized manufacturers
with export opportunities around the world and
help them increase their productivity and ex-
pand their businesses. Let's work together to
ensure “make it in America” is a reality for to-
day’s economy—and the future. | urge support
for this legislation and this Rule.
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TRIBUTE TO THE TENTH ANNUAL
BINATIONAL HEALTH WEEK

HON. JOE BACA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 23, 2010

Mr. BACA. Madam Speaker, | rise to salute
the Tenth Annual Binational Health Week to
take place next month. This program was first
established in 2001 to facilitate discussion on
the challenges and opportunities that face mi-
grant Latino populations. The annual forum al-
lows participant agencies and organizations to
effectively strategize public health policies that
benefit border populations by addressing
issues pertaining to health care.

Established as a partnership between the
California-Mexico Health Initiative and the
Mexican Ministry of Health and Foreign Af-
fairs, Binational Health Week has become one
of the largest mobilization efforts to improve
the health and well being of underserved His-
panics in North America. Today, it is the prod-
uct of relationships between multiple agencies
and organizations that minister to immigrant
population health issues.

This tradition has become an annual festival
of health promotion and education activities
which include workshops and medical
screenings. Last year, the Binational Health
Week was kicked off in Santa Fe, New Mex-
ico. Through the inaugural event forum, five
national campaigns were implemented with
the aim of increasing the Latino population’s
awareness of: HIN1 and Preparing for Public
Health Emergencies, Prevention of Addictions,

Nutrition, Stroke Awareness, and Living
Green.
In addition, to celebrate the Binational

Health Week last year, an estimated 766,000
people participated in over 5,000 activities
throughout the United States and Canada.
Over 10,000 agencies, 140 consulates and
17,000 volunteers participated in the organiza-
tion of the 2009 week long events.

This year, the inaugural forum will take
place in Guanajuato, Mexico with the aim of
exploring collaborative opportunities to im-
prove the health and well-being of the cross-
border migrant and immigrant population. Bi-
national Health Week will be celebrated from
October 4th through 15th in 40 states in the
U.S. and 3 provinces in Canada. Also partici-
pating will be the consular networks of Mexico,
Guatemala, El Salvador, Honduras, Colombia,
Ecuador, and Peru.

During Binational Health Week, a national
campaign will take place to create awareness
among the underserved Latino community on
the topics of prevention of addictions, gang in-
volvement among adolescents, oral health,
obesity, diabetes, disabilities, autism aware-
ness, and access to existing health care. Dur-
ing the campaign a series of activities and
health education programs will be conducted
including informational  workshops, free
screenings, core exams, and vaccinations to
the public.

The expansion of Binational Health Week
over the years has contributed to the main
partnerships that have been formed between
California’s Department of Public Health, The
California Endowment, The California
HealthCare Foundation, the Health Initiative of
the Americas at the University of California in
Berkeley, the United States-Mexico Border
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